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This brochure details USFK policy for Space Available travel to Korea.  See page two and three for additional USAF personnel requirements.

(USFK Policy Letter #27 dated 22 Mar 01)

USFK COMMAND POLICY:

a. Approval Authority.  Brigade/Wing Commander or headquarters staff equivalent (0-6 minimum) endorsement will be the final approval authority.  A letter requesting authorization for travel will follow the format published by USFK.  Letter is available at following web site: (www.osan.af.mil/OtherUnits/731AMS)
b. Visits.  Dependent visitation is limited to active duty members serving an unaccompanied PCS overseas tour.  Non-command sponsored dependents will be authorized one 30-day visit per 365-day period.  Extensions are not authorized.

c.  Flights.  Non-command sponsored dependents will be limited to DoD flights to and from the U.S. (including territories) and any port of arrival within the Republic of Korea.  It will be the sponsor’s responsibility to provide, at his/her expense, transportation to and from arrival/departure points.  Sponsors must be aware of the potential for non-availability of Space A seating and plan accordingly based on peaks and lulls of the Space A system.  Dependent travelers must have adequate funds for commercial travel back to their CONUS point of travel origination.

d. Passports/Visa.  Passports are required for all dependents visiting the Republic of Korea.  Visas are not required for visits of 30 days or less

e. Lodging.  Dependents may reside in the sponsor’s accommodations with prior approval and coordination with sponsor’s chain of command.  Dorm roommates will not be asked to move out.  Billeting exist at installations in Korea though limited to non-existent in dependent restricted areas.  Sponsors should check billeting availability prior to making travel arrangements.  Hotels are generally available in the vicinity of most installations on the peninsula.

f. Medical. U.S. military hospitals exist at Yongsan Army Garrison (Seoul) and Osan AB.  Clinics provide health services at other installations in Korea.  The limited scope of health care facilities may impose problems for non-command sponsored dependents under the care or requiring continuing medical attention.  Sponsors are strongly encouraged to consider the following conditions prior to making a determination as to whether to request visitation of non-command sponsored dependents:

(1) Prior disapproval for dependent travel

(2) Enrollment in Exceptional Family Member Program.

(3) Open family advocacy cases

(4) Non-routine dental care, i.e., orthodontic

(5) Drug/alcohol abuse or related offenses

(6) Psychiatric disorders

(7) Pregnancy

Non-Command sponsored dependents are highly encourage to bring:

(1) Medical records or complete copy

(2) A supply of all prescribed medications to last the entire visit.  

Sponsors should ensure dependents are aware of the 1-800 telephone number of the TRICARE Service Center in their region.  For TRICARE assistance while in Korea, contact the TRICARE Service Center office on Yongsan Garrison at DSN 736-7236.

SPACE AVAILABLE TRAVEL POLICY

a. Expanding space available policy to allow non-command sponsored dependents travel to their sponsors unaccompanied duty station is a significant quality of life enhancement for service members stationed in Korea.  The sponsor will bear sole responsibility for the health and welfare of his/her dependents while they are visiting the Republic of Korea.

b. On arrival of dependents, the sponsor will notify their unit NEO representative as well as unit rations control representative (if temporary access to commissary/exchange facilities is desired.

c. Sponsors are encouraged to direct their dependents to the U.S. State Department web site, www. travel.state. gov and U.S. Embassy, Seoul, web site, www.usembassy.state.gov/seoul for the latest travel information.

USAF POLICIES:

This part of the brochure details specific procedures and policies for USAF personnel assigned to 7 AF/Osan AB/Kunsan AB, ROK

a. Approval Authority. (51 FW/8 FW)  The active duty member, the unit commander or equivalent will sign the request letter and forward to Group Commander for approval. 

Approval Authority (7AF Staff, tenants)  Colonel or equivalent endorsement required.  

Additional Requirements:  Osan/Kunsan assigned personnel (all assigned services) will sign (in addition to approval letter), a Space A responsibilities letter and dorm visitation request (if needed).  All letters can be downloaded from 731 AMS web site.

b. Visits.  Same as USFK policy

c. Flights.  Most flights departing the U.S. for Osan/Kunsan stop in Japan before reaching Korea.  On base quarters at Yokota or Kadena AB are usually not available and off-base hotels are expensive.  Likewise, most flights departing Osan /Kunsan stop in Japan before heading to the U.S.

d. Passport/Visa. Same as USFK requirement

e. Lodging. Unit commanders will approve dependents staying in dormitories via dorm visitation request letter.

f. Medical.  Same as USFK requirements.

Definitions: (AMCP 24-203) 

Family members: Possess a DD Form 173, Identification Card.

EML Travelers: (Environmental and Morale Leave)  A travel status of sponsor and/or command sponsored dependents.  

Applicable DoD Travel Cat: (AMCP 24-203)

Category II: Sponsors on EML and family members accompanying them.

Category III: Travel status of command sponsored dependents when traveling with sponsor on leave.  Travel status of non-command sponsored dependents when accompanied by their sponsor in leave status. 

Category IV: Travel status of command sponsored dependents when traveling on EML orders and not accompanied by their sponsor.

Category V: Travel status of command sponsored dependents not on EML orders and not accompanied by their sponsor.  Travel status of non-command sponsored dependents when not accompanied by their sponsor.

PASSENGER TERMINAL PHONE NUMBERS

Osan AB:

DSN 784-1854

Kunsan AB;

DSN 782-4666

SEATAC (AMC)
1-877-863-1463




DSN 982-5557

Travis AFB,CA

(707) 424-5703/4




DSN 837-5703/4

McChord AFB, WA
(253) 512-4270




DSN 982-4270

Yokota AB, Japan
DSN 225-5661

Kadena AB, Japan
DSN 634-2159
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